
COMMISSION TO REPORT UPON THE ASSASSINATION 

OP 

PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY 


PROCEEDINGS 


Room 415-B, Old Civil Courts Building 
Royal and Conti Streets 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
April 7-8, 1964 

TESTIMONY OP 
CARLOS BRINGUIER 


DIETRICH 6- WITT, Inc. 
. STENOTYPISTS - 
National Bank of Commorca Bldg. 
Now Orloana 


DEPOSITION OF CARLOS BRU.GUIER 


taken April 7, 1964 


P.6 - Line 24 - Delete "Argentina" and insert "Cuba". 

/P.l4 - Lines 10 and 11 - Delete "Paez" and insert "Pelaez". 
v/p .15 - Line 6 - Delete "look" and insert "looking". 

: 2: f : SST her 111 * e *-■ 

xnes 1 5 and 16 - aid’’ ^ansver should read "Viva 

^P.17 - Line 3 - After the word "shake" insert "hands". 

L P.17 - Line 18 - Delete "ward" and insert "wall". 

*P.18 - Lines 9 and 10 - Delete "or if was enforcing the law". 

* ^ ' ■‘■9 - Line 18 - Delete "was supplying". 

P.20 - Line 16 - After the second "will", insert "not have to". 

»P. 22 - Line 8 - Delete "front" and insert "top". 


^Page 33 - Lines 13 andTS ] 

■ =Page 34 - Lines 4, 5 and 7 

^ 36 - Line. 25 ] 

3® ■ Lines 18 and 23 3 

" ^age 39 - Line 3 ] 


In each instance delete "LaChuga" 
and insert "Lechuga" . 


>P. 41 - Line 4 - Delete "This person" and insert "These persons" 
• P. 49 - Line 8 - Delete "LaChuga" and insert "Lechuga" 

P. 55 - Line 16 - Delete "Pinellos" and insert "Pinillos". 
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CARLOS BRINQUIER . t , . , •, ,, . 

navlng been first duly sworn, was examined and testified as 

follows I 

- - • «'**: ;• m a .<■' • f ... 

.. . r; i t ■ 

BY MR. LlEBELER i , • 

Q. My name is Wesley j. Liebeler. I am a 
member of the legal staff of the President's Commission 
investigating the assassination of President Kennedy. 

Staff members have been authorized to take I 

ieotimony of witnesses, including you, by the Commission, I 
pursuant to authority granted to the Commission by Executive j 

Order No. 11130 dated November 29, 1963 and Joint Resolution ! 
of Congress No. 137. 

i 

SrJ;“" d * hSt Mr ‘ Ranltln wr otc to you last 
wee*. that £ would 

- in connection with the taking of your testimony. M j 

“ | that he aent with hi. letter a copy of the j 

Executive Order and Re.olutlon to. which I have juat referred j 

" I a “ " e11 “ ‘ 0 °" of th * »“ 1 « of Procedure of the Coml.alon 
” | relatln « ‘0 the taking of te.tl.ony of vltnea.ee, i 

Did you receive Mr. Rankin's letter?'.' »• ■ * 

* ' * * 1 

J ' A> YeB » Blr < I received it. . u 

Q.< And you received copies of the documents 
23 I that I have referred to? 




Ic-.r-r 


i.-.i 


A. That is right. I received. 

Q. Hie Commission is interested in learning 
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from you, Mr. Bringuier# about the eontaet that you had with 

J ii XL 

Lee Harvey Oawald dun4ng-£be f he wae present in New 

Orleans in the Bummer and early fall of 1963 . Before we get 
into the details of that testimony, however# will you state 
your full name for the record. 

A. Carlos Bringuier. 

Q. What is your address# Mr. Bringuier? 

A. Excuse me one moment. May I explain to you? 
In Cuba we use a long name with a lot of middle names. Do 
you want the whole middle name too? 

f v O 

Q- rk I think that is enough. 

A. It is enough? O.K. i r: ^ 

Q. Where do you live? ^ * 

A. I live in 501 Adele Street# Apartment F. 

Q. Here in New Orleans? * •; i 

A.* Here in New Orleans. 

Q. Whew were you born? 

A. I was born in Havana# June 22# 1934. , - . - tl . 
Q. Am& how long did you live in Havana? 

A. Well, I was living in Havana until May 4, 
I960. I left Havana to Guatemala and Argentina, and I came 
to the States in February 8 , 1961 . 

Q. you .am. then to New Orleans/ Zb that 

~ / A 

oorreot? . v , ... , 

A.. That day I arrived to, Miami* Florida, and I 


V 
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was In Miami for ten days, and I cam* to New Orleana in • r 
February 18 , 1961. 

/^^haye^een here in New Orleans ever 


alnoe? 


correct? 


A. That la right. 

Q. /Aot! you are a Cuban national/ that 


•' ' ’ ' t • ~ v? 

A. That la correot. 

;Q. Are you presently employed? 

A. Yea, air, „ (1 

Q» what do you do? 

J* to. 

A. Well, I am a aalesman, retail olothlng store 
with the name of Caaa Rooa, 107 Deoatur Street. I am a 
aalesman and manager of the store. 

I , 

' How long have you been so employed? 

A. 1 I started to work In that store in Ootober 

1, 1962.- C.s . . 

Q. Had you been employed here in New Orleana 
prior to that time? , ......... 

’■ -1 *" • ’• ’7 

A. Yea, air, I was working for one year In 
Ward's Discount House, 708 Canal Street. 

*' t stoh Q. (f A*»d you worked there aa a aalesman alBo? 

A. Aa a salesman also. 

/Q. What la your eduoatlonal background? 

A. Well, I was attorney in Cuba and Assistant 
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secretary for the Criminal Court in Havana. I got my degree 
in 1957. 

• ♦ 

Q. Your degree in what field? t y .,«» j i .., n 

A. Law. . .< . ■ >t*: r,i if. ' •. ..t*- ... 

• ‘ 1 '• * * .** 

Q. In Law? 

A « That ie right... . 

Q. so you then were trained at a lawyer in l*:t 

2ubei t A . * , ., 

* • is '• J Ml*. ^ r\ ;> *1* wi 

A. Yes, air. 

Q. — prior to the time that Castro oame to - 
power? la that oorreot? 

A. That la oorreot. >v. .... 0 

Q. And did you actually practice law in Cuba? 

A. Not aotually, no. I didn't praotice law, 
because I was working, aa I told you, in the Criminal Court, 
and in Havana, in Cuba, when you was employee of the Criminal 
Court, you could not practice law, • ;• . 

Q. Did you become a member of the Bar in Cuba c 
or do some act that is similar of becoming a member of the - 
Bar here in the United Statea? * . 1 :, wt a - *. , 

A. No, i didn't do any act to beoome here in 
United States member of Bar. ? •• •• r.-.-. Cub . t 

Q. But in Cuba? 

A. . In Cuba, yea. .. - ; ....... oS ; 

Q. You actually were a member of the Bar in 
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Cuba? .? * .V ... . . u? ; . 

'A. That 1 b right. f r .. 

Q. It Is my understanding that you have been 
active in the Anti-Castro Movement here in New Orleans. Is 
that correet? ! 

A. That is correot. • •>* „ 

Q. Am I correct in understanding that you left 
Cuba because of your feeling against the Castro regime and 
your opposition to that regime? 

A* That is correot. I dld’not believe In It, 

I did not agree with the Communist regime In Cuba. v»-J\ . fro 

Q.^-Aiwi as a result, you left Cuba and came to 
the United States? ■ Is that correot? 

A a That 1 b oorreot. ■ * 1 Cl ;. 

Q. Has your family Joined you her* In the' 
United States? .. }•' * : 

A. Well, when 1 went to Argentina, 1 went with 
my wife and the three kids at that moment, and after I oame 
to the United states alone, and two month, later they met me 
here in the States. I want to explain that 1 am not in the 
States as a Cuban refugee but as ah immigrant, as a resident. 

Q. And as an immigrant from Cuba, or from some 


ather -- 


SKSfll® (P 

ft. / And you have shown me an identification^card 

V 


\ c 

A * Pr *° m TfesiiSfiiO (producing document) . 
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from the Department of Immigration and Naturalization, 
indicating that you were admitted to the United States as an 
immigrant on February 8 # 1961, Is that correct? 

i 

A. That is correot. J 

i 

(Document returned to witness) 

Q. I am correot in understanding, am I not, 
that you have been involved to one degree or another in 
Antl-CaBtro actlvltiee here in New Orleans since your 
arrival? 

A. Yes, Blr. Soon after I arrived here to 
New Orleans, I founded a Newsletter for the Cubans with the 
name of Crusada . That was my first work here in New Orleans. 
After that I Joined, at the beginning of 19*52, the New 
Orleans Delegation of the Cuban Revolutionary Council, and 
I was working as Secretary of Publicity and Propaganda here 
in New Orleans for the Cuban Anti-Castro. That was, I believe, 
June or July -- June 1962. After that, 1 resigned, and in 
July 1962 I was designated New Orleans Delegate of the Cuban 
Student Directorate, and 1 am in that position from that time 
to now. r * 1 ' •' ' ^ ‘ •• » 

Q. Did there oome a time when you met Lee 
Harvey Oswald? " **•••' 

A. I beg your pardon? x ‘ ] 

Q. Did there oome a time when you met Lee 
Harvey Oswald? • ‘ - *'•* • - lS ' , ’ 1 
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A. Yes, 


Q. ^tell U8 

£• 

circumstances of the event. 


when that was and the 


A. Well, the first day that I saw Lee Harvey 
Oswald was on August 5# 1963# tut before we go deeper in 

this matter about Oswald, I think that I would like to 

* fc » ♦ : 

explain to you two things that I think will faoilitate the 
Commission to understand my feeling at that moment. 

.. I 

*. Q. That is perfectly all right. Oo ahead. 

A. And you see, in August 24, 1962, my 

organization, the Cuban Student Directorate, carry on a 

• » 

shelling of Havana, and a few days later when person from 
the P.B.I. contacted me here in New Orleans -- his name was 
Warren C. de Brueyi^^— ^ 

Qj " "0. 

s' 

f JU—^nd^Mr. de Brueys was talking to me in the 
Thompson Cafeteria. At that moment I was the only one from 
the Cuban Student Directorate here in the oity, and he waB 
asking to me about my activities here in the city, and when 
I told him that I was the only one, he didn't believe that, 

«.* . .. ’* i . , 

and ho advised me — and I quote, "We could infiltrate your 
organization and find out what you are doing here." My 
answer to him was, "Well, you will have to infiltrate myself, 

• 1 . j • , t . 

beoause I am the only one." And I want to put this out, 
beoauBe after the assasination of Mr, Kennedy, when I was 


< 
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interviewed, I told something thet some part of the press or 
som. persons now are tiding to use to tell that maybe Oswald 
was a man from the F.B.I. or the O.I.a. I win g0 lnt0 that 
later on. *' 

’ j r 

After that, after my converoatlon with de Brueys, 
I alwayo was waiting that maybe someone will oome to 
infiltrate my organization from the F.B.I., because I 
already was told by one of the F.B.I. agent that they will-' 1 
try to Infiltrate my organization.' • • • . , r . * 

Next thing la thisi On August B, 1963, I 
receive ir> my store ~ ■ I have over there the offloe of the 
Delegation too, the visit of two Cubans, who told me that 
they had already desert from one Anti-Castro training camp 
that was across Lake Pontohartrain here In New Orleans. 

Until that moment I did not know nothing about that Antl- 
lastro training camp here In the city, and they told me that 
:hat Antl-Oastro training camp was a branch of the Christian 
>emoc ratio Movement -- that Is another Anti-Castro organiza- 
tion - and they told me that they had the fear inside the 

raining camp that there wac a Castro agent inside that 
raining camp. 

A few days before too the Polloe found here in 
SW Orleans about one mile from that training oamp a big lot 
f ammunition and weapons and all those things, and whan 
swald cam. to me on August 5 I had insld. mysslf the feeling, 
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well, maybe this Is from the F.B.I., or maybe this Is a 
Coraiunist, because the F.B.I. already had told me that maybe 
they will infiltrate my organisation, but that feeling -- I 
only had that feeling on August 5, because four days later I 
was convinced that Oswald was not an F.B.I, agent and that he 
was a Pro-Castro agent. ’ 1 •*" ** 

When I told that to the press after the 
assaBination, I saw in some magazines that I was not sure if 
he was an F.B.I, or not, and that is not the truth, because 
on August 9, three months before the assasination, I was sure 
that he was a Pro-Castro and not an P.B.I, I want to have' 
that clear, *. r. • • -1 ? ' 

Q. To summarize your statement, when Oswald 
oame to see you on August 5 — r 

A. That Is right. iw! V ?r " 

Q. — your were susploious of him on two 
different counts? rr-. I : o • 

* A/* That is right. ~ ~ ^ * . 

Q. One, that he might possibly have been an 
infiltrator working for the F*B.X.? ^ - * * " v * 

" M V A. That is right. 

Q* And you were worried about this beoause of 
what Agent de Brueys had said to you — ; ‘ ’ * 

:;T A. A year ago, " tL '" * ri ; “ 

Q. almost a year prior to that' time? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You wore also concerned about the possi- 
bility that Oswald might have been a Communist or a Castro 
agent of some sort, who was trying to Infiltrate your 
organization on behalf of that group? 

A. That Is right, Now that day, on August 5, 

I was talking in the store with one young American — the 
name of him is Philip Geraci -- and five minutes later Mr. 
Oswald come inside the store. He start to look around, 
several articles, and he show interest in my conversation with 
Geraci. I was explaining to Geraci that our fight is a fight 
of Cubans and that he was too young, that if he want to 
distribute literature against Castro, I would give him the 
literature but not admit him to the fight. 

At that moment also he start to agree with I, 
Oswald start to agree with my point of view and he show real 
interest in the fight against Castro. He told me that he 
was against Castro and that he was against Communism. He 
told me -- he asked me first for some English literature 
against Castro, and I gave him some copies of the Cuban report 
printed by the Cuban Student Directorate. 

After that, Oswald told me that he had been in 
the Marine Corps and that he had training in guerrilla war- 
rare and that he was willing to train Cubans to fight against 
Castro* Even more, he told me that he was willing to go 
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himself to fight against Castro, That waB on August 5* 

I turned down his offer, I told him that I • - 
don't have nothing to do with military activities, that my 
only duties here in New Orleans are propaganda and information 
and not military activities. That was my answer to him. 

He insisted, and he told me that he will bring ] 
to me next day one book as a present, ‘ as a gift to me, ..to 
train Cubans to fight against Castro, < 


Before he left, — 




Q.^ Ceracil was) present throughout this entire 


conversation? 


r i"- A. Pardon? • ' 

Q. Was Mr, deraoi present throughout this : 
entire conversation that you had with Oswald? v 

A. I think so, yes, sir, yes, sir, 

Q. Was there a Mr. Blalock there? 

A, v Who? ' , .} 1 ) :■) *t' , . 

Q. Blalock, B-l-a-l-o-c-k. Do you remember 


him? 


A. Well, there was another young boy. What his 
name did you say? 

Q. Blalock, B-l-a~l-o-c-k. 

A. I could not tell you, beoause I don't 
remember the name of the other boy who was there, but I think 
that I saw him Just one time in my life, Qeraoi was with 

DIETRICH & WITT, Inc. • «tenotype reporters .• national iank of commerce eldg. • new Orleans 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

16 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 


13 


another person over there, another young boy, and — 

Q. Did Oswald mention during this conversation 
that he could easily derail a train, for example, by securing 
and fastening a chain around the railroad track? Do you 
remember him mentioning something like that? 

A. Well, you see, I do not exactly remember all 
the details, beoause we were talking for about — I believe 
about one hour, something like that, and at that moment I 
didn't know what was going to happen and I didn't pay too 
much attention to all the things that was being telling over 
there, but the result of the conversation were this that I 
am telling to you. Maybe he mentioned that. I could not 
tell to you that he mentioned that, beoause I am not — I 
Jon't remember. He oould have mentioned that, because he 
wao talking about the experience that he had in guerrilla 
warfare in the Marine Corps;' * w ♦ . a 

Before he left the store, he put hla hand in 
;he pocket and he offered me money. -• . . 

- Q. Oswald did? 

‘ 1 A - Ye «-' • 

Q. How much did he offer you? 

A. Well, i don't know. As soon as he put the 
and in the pocket and he told me, "Well, at least let me 
ontribute to your group with some money," at that moment I 
idn-t have the permit from the City Hall here in New Orleans 
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to collect money In the city, and I told him that I could 
not accept hio money, and I told him that If he want to 
contribute to our group, he could send the money directly to 
the headquarters In Miami, because they had the authorization 
over there In Miami, and I gave him the number of the 
post office box of the organization In Miami, 

And after that, I left the store, because I had 
to go to the bank to make the deposit. And Oswald was In the 
store talking to my brother- iu-law -- that Is mv Oartn#»r» In 


for about half an hour> and later on when I oame back from 
the bank I asked to my brother-in-law, "Well, what do you 
think about this guy who was here?" 


Oswald, and he told ms one address In Magazine Street, but 
I didn't remember at that moment the number, and when I asked 


to my brother-in-law that, he told me that Oswald looked like 
really a smart person and really interested in the fight 
against Communism, and he gave to my brother a good impression, 


and I told my brother that I oould not trust him, because — 
I didn't know what was inside of me, but I had Borne feeling 
that I could not trust him. I told that to my brother that 


the store 



A . That is right. Oswald was talking to him 


Q. Did he tell you his name was Lee Oswald? 
A. Yes, he told me that his name was Lee 
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15 

day. Next day, on August 6, Oswald came back to the store, 
but I was not In the store at that moment, and he left with 
my brother-in-law a Guidebook for Marines for me with the 
name "L. H. Oswald" In the top of the first page. When I 
came back to the store, my brother-in-law gave to me the 
Guidebook for Marines. I was looic^Ti^the Ouldebook for, 
Marines. I found interest in it and I keep it, and later — - 
s I I forgot about that Just for three days moro — on August 9 

9 I was coming back to the store at 2i00 o'clock in the after- 

10 noon, and one friend of mine with the name of Celso Hernandez 
„ came to me and told me that in Canal Street there was a young 
, 2 man carrying a sign telling "Viva Fidel" in Spanish, and some 
,3 other thing about Cuba, but my friend don't speak nothing in 
u I English, and the only thing that he understood was the Viva 
,5 Fidel" in Spanish. He told me that he was blaming the person 

16 I in Spanish, but that the person maybe didn't understood what 

17 he was telling to him and he came to me to let me know what 
ie was going on over there. 

)9 At that moment was in the Btore another Cuban 

20 with the name of Miguel Cruz, and we went all three with a 

» 1 •*«» thot 1 havs ln th> oto ” 

22 Statue of Liberty with a knife in the back/ and"the hand.^tfTt 

23 initials of the Soviet Union, and it said, "Danger. ■ Only 90 

24 Miles from the United States Cuba LIbb ln Chains." We pick 

25 up the sign and we went to Canal Street to find the guy. 
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When I saw that was OBwald and he recognized me, 
he was also surprised, but Just for a few seconds. 

Immediately he smiled to me and he offered the hand to shake^ 
with me. I became more angry and I start to tell him that 
he don’t have any faoe to do that, with what face he was 
doing that, because he had just oame to me four days ago 
offering me his service and that he was a Castro agent, an<T 
I b tart to blame him in the street. 

That was a Friday around three o'clock at this 
moment, and many people Btart to gather around us to see what 
was going on over there. I start to explain to the people 
what Oswald did to me, because I wanted to move the Amerloan 
people against him, not to take the fight for rayBelf as a 
Cuban but to move the Amerloan people to fight him, and I 
told them that that was a Castro agent, that he was a pro- 
oommunist, and that he was trying to do to them exactly what 
he did to us in Cuba, kill them and send their children to 
the execution Those were my phrases at the moment. 

The people in the street became angry and they 
started to shout to him, "Traitorl Communist J Qo to Cuba! 
Kill himl" -- and some other phrases that I do not know if 
I oould tell in the record. i 

Q. You mean they oursed at him, they swore at 
him? >•<;■ to - “f *.'!>• • 

• 1 ’ • At That Is right, some bad phrases, bad words. 


^M'\ 
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Q« Yes. 

A, And at that moment, one of the Americans 
push him by one arm* One policeman came. When policeman 
came to me and asked me to keep walking and to let Oswald 
distribute his literature that he was handing out — he was 


handing out yellow leaflets of the Pair Play for Cuba 
Committee, New Orleans Chapter — and I told to the policeman 
that I was Cuban, I explained to him what Oswald did to me, / 
and I told him that I don*t know if was against the law 
r- ros onf i Hs e inq the l aw , but that 1 will not leave that 
place until Oswald left and that I will make Borne trouble. 

The polio eman left, I believe going to some 
place to oall the headquarters, and at one moment my friend 
Celso took the literature from Oswald, the yellow sheets, and 
broke it and threw it on the air. There were a lot of yellow 
sheets flying. And I was more angry, and I went near Oswald 
to hit him.. ' I took ray glasses off and I went near to him to 
hit him, but when he sensed my Intention, he put his arm down 
as an X, like this here (demonstrating). 

Q. He crossed his arms in front of him? 

A. That is right, put his face and told me, 

O.K., Carlos, if you want to hit me, hit me.” 

At that moment, that made me to reaction that he 
was trying to appear as a martyr if I will hit him, and I 
decide not to hit him, and Just a few seconds later arrive 
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two police oars, and one of the policeman over there was 
Lieutenant Oaillot, 0-a-l-l-l-o-t. They put Oswald and my 
two friends in one of the police cars, and I went with 
Lieutenant Oaillot In the other police oar to the First 
District of Police here in New Orleans. 

When we were in the First District of Police, 
tie were in the same room, one small room over there, and 
some of the policemen start to question Oswald if he was a 
communist, what he was doing that, and all those things, and 
Oswald at that moment — that was in front of myself — was 


really cold blood* He was answering the questions that he 
would like to answer, and he waB not nervous, he was not 
out of control, he was confident in himself at that moment 
over there. 


One of the questions that they asked to him 
was about his organization, tho Fair Play for Cuba, and I 
saw him Bhowing some papers that -- I believe they were the 
credentials of the Pair Play for Cuba Committee^ w*o supplying-* 
that the Pair Play for Cuba Committee is a national 
organization, and when he told that, he waB so kind of proud 
that it was not a small group but a national group all over 
tho United States, and they asked of him the name of the 
members. No. Excuse me. Before they asked him if he has 
any office. He told them no, that there were — they were 
holding the meetings in different house, different homes. 
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different members of the organization* one night in one house, 
another night in another house, but in front of me he didn’t 
told nothing about any office. When they asked him about the 
name of the members* he answered that he could not tell the 
name of the members in front of myself* because he will not 
like to let me know who were the ones who were helping him 
here in the city* and at that moment the polloe came out of 
the room and that was the last time that I saw him that day. 

Q. Did the police keep you in Jail too? 

A. Well* yes. I had to put — they took my 
fingerprints and my picture* and I have to put $ 25.00 bond 
that night with my two friends too* and I don't know* but 
after the assassination I heard that Oswald didn't put the 
$25.00 bond* that somebody went to the First District and 
make — I believe you call that an affidavit or something 
like that* and he will appear in Court and he will^put “the 
$25.00. He didn't put the $25.00 bond. That is what I heard 
I didn't saw that. I am not sure of that. Next time that 
saw him — t y 

v Q. Did you appear In Court later? 

t ’ . A. Yea, air. Later. That was August 12. 

'••• Q. Yea, on Monday. , "u •. .. 

' A. Monday. *. <• V 

Q. And you pleaded Not Oullty to the offenBe 
that you were charged with? >. 
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A. That Is right, that ia right, and he plead 

Q. Oswald ;vas there in Court? 

A. Yes, oir. 1 

Q. And you saw him in Court? 

A. Yea, sir. 

Q. And that iB what you we re Just about to 


A. 

Q. 

A. 


Yes, sir. 

Qo ahead. 

In August 12, we appear in the Second 
12 I Municipal Court in New Orleans. I came first with my friend* 
'3 and there were some other Cubans over there, and I saw when 

M Oswald came inside the Court. I saw him. He went directly 

'3 to sit down in the middle of the seat of the colored people. 

'6 See, here in the Court you have two sides, one for the white 

17 Pe ° Ple and ona for the colored people, and he walked directly 
'8 inside of the colored people and he sat directly among them 

19 r" the mlddle ' and that made me to be angry too, because I 

20 saw that he was trying to win the colored people for his side. 
Uien he will appear in the Court, he will defend Fidel Castro, 

“ he will defend the Fair Play for Cuba, and the colored people 
will feel good for him, and that is a tremendous work of 
propaganda for his cause. That is one of the things that 
23 made me to think that he was a really smart guy and not a nut. 
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When the Judge call ua, he plead Guilty, I plead 
Not Guilty, and my friends plead Not Guilty. 1 brought the 
Karines Guidebook, the Guidebook for Karines, and I explain 
to the Judge that the incident was originated when Oswald 
tried to infiltrate the organization and that if he will not 
do that, I will not have any fight with him in the street, 
and I showed to him the Guidebook for Karines with the name 
of Oswald on the of the first page, and the Judgo{_^ 


dismisses the charges against us and fined him $10.00. 

Q. Pined Oswald $10.00? 

A. Ten dollars, that is right. In the Court 
was at that moment one cameraman from WDSU, and he make — 
he did an interview to Oswald after the trial and he took 
some movies of ourselves, and later I receive one phone call 
from Bill Stuckey. I had talk to Stuckey the day of the 
trial in the morning. I met him in the bank and I explained 
to him what was going on in the Second Municipal Court, and 
he was the one who send the reporter over there to the 
trial. I am not sure if was the same day or next day of the 
trial Stuckey called me asking for Oswald's address. I get 
the affidavit from the Court dissertation, and I give to him 
the address in dissertation, and I a 3 ked him why ho was 
looking for that. He told me that he was going to make an 
interview to Oswald. I disagreed with him at that moment, 

I told him that I was thinking that it was not good to let a 


J ■ 


9 » WITT, Inc. • STENOTYPE REPORTERS • 


NATIONAL RANK OP COMMERCE »LDO. 


NEW ORLEANS 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 


23 


Communist go to radio station and tell all his lies, because 
there are many people who understand what was happening in 
Cuba, but there are many people who do not know exactly what 
is happening in Cuba. Stuckey offered me to make another 
interview to me next Saturday in his program, but I didn't 
agree with that neither, and I aBked him to arrange a radio 
debate, because in that way we could tell our point of view 
at the same moment in the same place. 

On August 16 another friend of mine left to me 
a message in the store that Oswald was another time handing 
out Pro-Castro propaganda for the Pair Play for Cuba Committee 
this time in front of the International Trade Mart here in 
New Orleans. 

I wasn't in the store at that moment, and when 
I came back and I received the message, I went to the 
International Trade Mart, but I could not find Oswald, he 
had already left, and I was talking later on with my friend, 
and tho Information that I received was that he was over 
there with two other persona. Later I saw the picture of 
those two persons, and they have a Latin aspect. I do not 
know if they are Latin Americans or not, but at least there 
is one who is. 1 : *■ c 

Q. Did somebody show you pictures of these 

individuals? 

A. Yes, sir. • ■ 
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Q. Who did? 

A. The Secret Service tried to see if I know 
them, if I could identify them. 

Q. (Exhibiting photograph to witness) I show 
you a picture, which has previously been marked as "Pizzo 
Exhibit 453-A," and I ask you If that la ono of the pictures 
or a picture like the one the Secret Service showed to you. 

A. . Yes, sir. 

Q. (Exhibiting photograph to witness) I show 
you another pioture, which has previously boen marked "Pizzo 
Exhibit 453 -b." 

A. (Indicating) See this guy, see this 
Japanese? He is from the Kasuga Company here in New Orleans. 
He had the office in International Trade Mart. 

Q. And you pointed to the person standing 
immediately behind and to Oswald's right with hiB hands up 
behind hiB head? 

' ’ - ** * i 

A. (Demonstrating) That is right. 

Q. And that is on Exhibit 453-A. Now do you 
recognize the person with the "X" over his head? 

A. Yes, sir, that was Lee Harvey Oswald. 

Q. Now there is a person standing to Oswald's 
.eft wearing a white shirt and facing the same direction that 
)swald was facing, and I will indicate that person with a — 
>en mark on the picture. (Marking photograph) I have drawn 
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an arrow pointing to the person to which I refer, and I ask 
you if you recognize that person. 

A. No, I don't recognize him. I believe that 
this is one of the pictures that I saw before, but I don't 
recognize him. For me, he looked like as a Latin American. 

Q. Now in the far foreground of this pioture, 
there is a man who has been marked with a green mark, just 
one mark, and we are referring at this point to Exhibit 
^53-A. Do you recognize that person? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Is that another one of the individuals to 
which you referred as having a Latin type complexion, or is 
it not? 

A. No, sir. I believe — no, this is not the 
one that I said. 

Q. I have one other pioture here of this scene 
which has not previously been marked, and I will show that 
Pioture to you and ask you if you oan identify anybody in 
that picture with the exception of Oswald, of oourse 
(exhibiting photograph to witness). 

A. The only one that I could reoognize here 
is Oswald. • ' *•>>•* 

Q. And he is the person with the "Hands Off 
Cuba"? '• ' : , • . . ‘ • •; • - 

A.' "Hands Off cubs" leaflets In hie hand, the 
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the first one In front. Just in the middle of the picture. 

Q. (Marking photograph) I have marked the 
picture I Just referred to as "Exhibit No. 1" to your 
deposition. ♦ c.. - ; l . * 


A. Do you want that I sign the picture? 

Q. Yes. Would you initial the picture for 
identification purposes. 

(The witness complied.) 

Q. Thank you. 

A. You want that I sign these too? 

Q. No. We have identified those as PIzzo 
Exhibits 453-A and 453-B, and you have noted that they are-- 

A. Yes. •* :V 

Q. I thought you mentioned that there were two 
lifferent people that appeared to you to be Latin people. 

A. Sure. This one that I see here (indicating), 
;his is the one looked like to me a Latin, but, if I am not 
/rong, somebody showed me another picture where is another 
W distributing the leaflets. I believe so. 

Q. Do you think that was a Secret Service man 
>r an F.B.I. agent? Do you know? 

A. I think that vras a Secret Service man. Maybe 

am wrong. I saw those days a lot of pictures, but let 

.e tell you something else: If my opinion is not wrong, if 

am not mistaken' this moment, I think that the other man was 
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maybe in Dome kind of Bermuda shorts or something like that.., 
Q. I don't have any pictures in my possession 
showing that. The Commission has requested the actual film* 
the TV film itself, to be delivered to it, and they will 
examine it, and if suoh a person does, appear in the films, I 
will send you a picture of it. 

A. O.K. . •• . ; 

Q. And I \fill also speak to the Secret Service 

about it and see if wo can find such a pioture. A^ording to 
the Secret Service, one of these gentlemen has been identified 

as Mr. Charles Hall Steele, Jr. 

A. He was working in the Pap's Super Market 
here in New Orleans. I believe so, that he was working over 
there. There was one Cuban who, when saw hiB faoe in the 
television, called mo to toll me that, and X called the 

Secret Service and let then know. 

Q. Mr. Steele will be in the office here this 
aftornoon, so we will have an opportunity to determine if it 
is the same man that waB marked with the arrow in Pizzo 

Exhibit ^53-A" or not. > . 

So you went over to the International Trade Mart 

on this day in an attempt to find Oswald, but you were not 
successful? Is that correct? 

A. That i 3 correct. After that my friend 
showed to me one of the leaflets that Oswald was handing out 
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Ln front of the International Trade Mart, the yellow leaflets, 
ind I found something interesting at this point. There was 
i difference among the leaflets that he was handing out on 
\ugust 16 in the International Trade Mart and the leaflets 
that he was handing out on Canal Street on August 9* 

Q. What was the difference? 

A. The leaflet he was handing out on Canal 
Street August 9 didn't have his name of Oswald, at least the 
ones that I saw. They have the name A. J. Hidell, and one 
post office box here in New Orleans and the address, and the 
leaflets that he was handing out on August l6 have the name 
L. H. Oswald, ^907 Magazine Street. In the yellow leaflets 
he was offering free literature and lectures, and he was 
asking to the people to Join the New Orleans Chapter of the 
Pair Play for Cuba Committee, and at the end he said. Every- 
one welcome." My friend asked to me if I think that it would 
be good that he will go to Oswald's house posing as a 

, l , •» • * l 

Pro -Castro and try to got as much information as possible 
from Oswald. I told him yes, and that night he went to 
Oswald's house with the leaflets. 

Q. What day was this now? Do you remember? 

' * hi August 16. I believe so. I think that. I 


am sure. 


»V> 


Q. That was the same day that — 

A. — that he was distributing the leaflets. 
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Q # The second time? 

A. The second time. The firBt time was a 
Friday, August 9 , and the second time — I think that was 

another Friday, August 1 6 . 

My friend went to Oswald's house and he was 
talking to Oswald for about one hour inside his house, in the 
porch of the house, and there was when we found that Oswald 
had some connection with Russia, or something like that, 
because the daughter came to the porch and Oswald spoke to 
her in Russian, and my friend heard that language and he 
asked Oswald if that was Russian, and Oswald told him yes, 
that he was attending Tulane University and that he was 
studying language, that that was the reason why he speak 
Russian. He give to ray friend an application to become a 
member of the New Orleans Chapter of the Fair Play for Cuba 
Committee. j * 

After the assassination my friend turned (over) 
to the Seoret Service one copy of the application. I have 
here one, one copy (producing document). This is a photocopy. 

My friend keep the original. 

Q. Do you have another copy of this? 

A. No, that is the only one that I have. He has 
the original. If you want to keep that, for me it is no 
trouble, because always I could take more copies. 

Q. I see. Your friend still haB the original? 
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A. The original, that is right. 

Q. Well, let’s mark this one as "Exhibit 2" 
to your deposition. Off the record. * v 

(Discussion off the record) 

MR, LIEBELER: Let the record show that we 

asked Mr. Bringuier to initial a picture which we discussed 
before on the record, and that picture, which is a picture 
of a street scene in front of the International Trade Mart 
has been marked "Exhibit 1 M to Mr. Bringuier* s deposition 
taken here in New Orleans on April 7 # 1964. We shall now 
mark as "Exhibit 2" to that deposition a photocopy of an 
application to the Pair Play for Cuba Committee, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, which Mr. Bringuier says is a copy of an 
application which was given to a friend of his whose name we 
have agreed not to Indicate on the record, given by Lee 
Oswald on or about August 16, 196^. Is that correct? 

A. ^S. ' ; v 

Q. I have Initialed "Exhibit No.* 2" and I ask 
you to do the same. If you would. 

(The witness complied.) 

Q. Please go ahead. ' . r . 

A. At that conversation Oswald waE defending 
Pidel Castro, and he advised to my friend that the United 
States don't have the right to invade or to overthrow any 
other government, and that if the United States will do that 
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to Cuba, he will fight defending Castro, because Castro was 
right . 

I gave the copy of the transcription of the 
conversation with my friend to the Secret Service the days 
after the Kennedy assassination, 

Q. That is the day that you and your friend 
discussed this after your friend returned from Oswald's and 
you made a recording of that conversation? 

A. Not a recording, not a recording exactly, 
but when my friend came back from Oswald's house, he told me 
what happened over there, and he was trying to contact some 
authority to let him go deeper inside the Pair Play for Cuba 
Committee here in New Orleans. 

Q. Your friend was? 

A. Yes, my friend was trying to contact some 
authorities, because he didn't want to be involved in that 

matter without the knowledge of the United States Government, 

% 

We also discussed this conversation In front of Ed Butler. 

Q. Who? 

A. Ed Butler, Edward Butler, for the Information 
Council of the Americas, the day or two days previous to the i 
debate when my friend and myself went to Butler' s office, and 
ray friend was explaining to Butler all the conversation and 
the paint of view of Oswald, and the matter that Oswald spoke 
In Russian, and at that moment my friend had found that 
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Oswald had been In Russia and that he v/a3 married to one 
Russian girl* We gave all that information to Butler and he 
was trying to contact some person, somebody in Washington, 
to get more the background of Oswald before the debate. 

After that, the last day that I saw Oswald was 
August 21, the day of the debate. I went to WDSU Radio about 
5:30, 30 minutes before the time of the debate. When I went 
to the lobby, there were already there Bill Stuckey and Lee 
Harvey Oov/ald. I shake hands with Stuckey. Stuckey indicate 
to me that Oswald was there. Osv^ald stand up and came to me 
and shake hands with me. I was talking to Stuckey for a few 
minutes, and after that Stuckey left the lobby and went 
inside the WDSU Radio Station to check — I believe that was 
to check in what room we will have the debate. I was talking 
to Oswald that day before the debate started. I was trying 
to be as friendly to him as I could. I really believe that 
the best thing that I could do is to get one Communist out of 
the Communist Party and put him to work against Communism, 
because he know what Communism mean, and I told to Oswald 
that I don‘t have nothing against him in the personal way. 

Just in the ideologic way. I told him that for me it was 
impossible to see one American being a Communist, because 
Communism is trying to destroy the United States, and that 
if any moment when he will be at bed he will start to think 
that he can do something good for his Country* for his family. 
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and for himself, he could come to me, because I would receive 
him, because I repeat to him I didn't have nothing against him 
In the personal way. He smiled to me. He told me -- he 
ansv/ered me that he was in the right side, the correct side, 
and that I was In the v/rong side, and that he was doing his 
best. That were his words at that moment. 

Before we went inside the room of the debate, 
he saw my Guidebook for Marines that I was carrying with me, 
because I did not know what will happen in the debate and 
I will have to have that weapon with me to destroy him 
personally as a traitor if ho doing something wrong in the 
debate. When he saw the Guidebook for Marines, he smiled to 
me, and he told me, "Well, listen, Carlos, don't try to do an 
Invasion with that Guidebook for Marines, because that is an 
old one and that will bo a failure." That was his Joke in 
that moment. 

After that vre went to the debate, and I think 
that you have the whole history of the debate, you have the 
transcription and everything, (so) that I don't have to go 
inside that, because that is subjective, not objective. You 
have the objective, and that i3 the debate. 

Q* That is right. We do have a transcript and 
we listened to it on the tape last night over at the 
television station too. 

A. And there is something that I want to show 
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in favor of co-existence with the Communist regime of Castro." 
That ia the title in Spanish. 


Q. Now ^let me see if I can understand what you 

tter 


are saying. You say that Fernandez wrote a le^er zo -5. 

A. Fernandez wrote a letter tV&ChuS^ln 


Mexico. 


•’ LaOhugj T'is a 


member of the Castro government? 


Q. NliQ Ohuij.i/ ' 

A/ Right. 

Q. He is now Ambassador to the United Nations? 
A. in New York, right. 

Q. Fernandez is the person who was the Castro 
•Jpy who haa infiltrated the training camp in Louisiana? 

A. Farthe Christian Democratic Movement here in 

Louisiana. 

Q. Now the Christian Democratic Movement is -- 
what? — Pro -Castro ? 

A. Anti-Castro. 

Q. It is an Anti-Castro organization? 

A. Yes. They were training Cubans over here to 
make a Commando action against Castro, but they find out 
that there was a Castro spy inside the training camp, and 
they went back to Miami with the people and with him, and 
they turn him over to the F.B.I. I think that after that the 
leader for the Christian Democratic Movement — or that the 
F.B.I. didn't found nothing, because was not against the law 
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to spy inside an Anti-Castro organisation. It was against 
the law to spy inside the United States Government hut not 
Inside the Anti-Castro organization. And my feeling — and 
this Is the question that I an asking myself -- in Mew Orleans 
we are about 900 mileB from Miami. In Miami is where the 
headquarters of all the Anti-Castro groups. I could not find 
any reason for Oswald to cone to me and offer me hi3 service 
to train Cubans in guerrilla warfare at the same moment when 
there was a secret anti-Castro training camp in Hew Orleans 
and a Castro spy was inside that training camp. That for me 
is — because, if he was willing to infiltrate one active 
organization, he will go directly to Miami and he will offer 
hi 3 service over there in Miami, but not in Mew Orleans where 
it is not publicly known that there was something going on 
at that moment. I believe that that was the only time here 
in New Orleans that there was something like that, and it was 
a coincidence. And there is another coincidence too for me, 
and that is that when Oswald left the city he went to Mexico, 
and the letter from Fernandez that was intercepted here was 
to Mexico too, and Oswald visit the Cuban Consulate in Mexico, 
and the Fernandez letter^vas to the Cuban Ambassador to Mexico. 
For me, that is a big doubt. 

Q. Go ahead. ; 

A, You see, after the debate, the same night 
of the debate, I went to the radio station here in Nev; Orleans 
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and the local papers and the United Press International office 
and I gave a press release. If you want a copy, I could give 
you a copy. I gave a copy to the Secret Service. 


The most interesting thing is the four thing that 
I asked to the Secret Service of New Orleans. I think that 
this is the second one v/here I said, "Write to your 
Congressman asking for a full investigation of Mr. Lee H. 
Oswald, a confessed Marxist" (producing document). And that 
was three months before the assassination. 

Q. Do you have another copy of this? 

A* I have the original of that. You can have 

that . 

MR* LIEBELEK: I have marked a copy of the 

press release distributed to the various communications 
media here in New Orleans, on August 1 6 , 1963 — 

THE WITNESS: No, August 21* 

Q* . August 21, 1963? 

v A. August 21, the night of the debate. 

1 y ' / 

wVk- MR. LIEBELERt — at rd I mark it as "Exhibit 

\ > 

Ho. 3" to the deposition and I have initialed it. Would 
you initial it. 

(The witness complied.) 

Q. you, let me go over some of this testimony 
that you have Just given -and see if I understand. Mr, 
Fernandez wrote to Mr . i i aChug& ^a letter in which Fernandez 
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said that we — meaning the Castro people? 


A. Yes. 

Q. — must he on guard up until August 8? 

A. August 8, that is right. 

Q. Of 1963? 

A. That is right. 

Q. You indicated that Oswald had oome to your 
store or offices on August 5, 1963? 

A. That is right. 

Q. Oswald came to you offering to assist in 
the military training of Cubans? 

A. That 1 b right. 

Q. At that time, there was, in fact, a training 
camp near New Orleans -- 

A. That is right, 

Q. — for the training of people for military 
aotion against Castro? 

A. Right. 

Q. And that was not publio knowledge at that 

time? 

A. That is right. 

Q. So you are tying this up in your mind by 
considering the possibility that Oswald was, in fact, a 
Castro agent? 

A. That is right. 
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Q. And did know about the existence of this 
training camp, because Mr. Fernandez had already himself 
infiltrated that training camp? 

A. That is right. 

Q. And that Fernandez had told Oswald about the 
existence of this camp and had asked Oswald himself to try 
to infiltrate that camp for your organization? 

A. Excuse me. 

Q. Is that correct? 

A. Well, the only thing that I don't believe 
is that Fernandez had told directly to Oswald. What I believe 
is that Fernandez had informed some people outside the United 
States, and those people had informed Oswald and had gave to 
Oswald the order to try to infiltrate the Cuban group here in 
New Orleans. 

Q. And Mr. Fernandez was, on this theory, 
aware of that and was aware of approximately the time Oswald 
wouxd make this attempt, and, therefore, indicated 
that there would be some danger of Oswald being discovered as 
an attempted infiltrator? 

A. I beg pardon? I don't understand the words. 

Q. As I understand, part of the hypothesis here, 
the theory, relates to the fact that Fernandez said to ^cCirog^ 'r^ 


We must be careful, or we will be in danger, -- up until about 
August 8. Now does that statement have anything to do with 


— J 
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Oswald? 

What 1 fchlnk ls thls: send that 

lefctur to &ehusarj and on August 5 Oswald came to me offering 

his service to train Cubans, all in the same period of time. 
Something that never was happening here in Hew Orleans, that 
thcr ° WdC a cecret Anti-Castro training camp, and the Chairman 
oi the Pair Play for. Cuban Committee trying to Join the Cuban 
group here in New Orleans. Those are the facts. I don't 
Wl "' to tell something that I am not sure about. I just want 
to show you that tremendous coincidence or that connection. 

Q. Now it- doesn't seem likely, does it, that 
Oswald would go around handing out literature in the streets 

ivil- dl<i if he WaB acfcually attempting to infiltrate the 
Castro Movement? 

4 

A. Remember that that wa3 after I turned down 
his offer and after I told him that I don't have nothing to 
do with military activities and that here there is nothing, 
and that I turned down completely him. He didn't went openly 
to do that before the attempt to infiltrate the training camp; 
he went openly to do that after he was turned down. 

Q. Do you know of any conceivable association 
betueen anybody in the Pro-Castro Movement and Oswald that 
couia have acted as a source of information to Oswald, 
conducted the orders to him? 

. A; • No. ...» ■ ... . ........ . ... . 
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1 

Q. Would you have any way of obtaining informa- 


2 

tion of that^sort a3 a result of your anti-Castro aotivities 


3 

and contacts,' and ^if there were such a person as this, do you 


4 

think you would be likely to know about it? 


5 

A. Beg your pardon? 


6 

Q. If there were such a person, that is to say. 


7 

some agent of the Castro movement who had boon working with 


8 

Oswald, do you think that you would have had aocess to that 


9 

information or you would have been likely to find out about 


10 

it? 


11 

A, You see, that is a hard Question, because 

1 r * *■ 

12 

here in the city you have a lot of persons. There are some 


13 

who are pro-Castro, there are many who are anti-Castro. Even 


14 

among the Cubans you could have some Castro agents here in 


<15 

the oity and you could not have control of everybody. 


,6 

But there is something else: The owner of the 


17 

Havana Bar — the Havana Bar is located in 117 Decatur Street, 


18 

Just two door or three door from my store — the owner of the 


19 

Havana Bar is a Cuban, and he and one of the employees over 

| 

20 

there, gave the information to me after Kennedyb assassination 


21 

— not before — that Oswald went to the Havana Bar one 


22 

time. He asked for some lemonade. He was with one Mexioan 


23 

that moment, and when Oswald waB drinking the lemonade. 


24 

he start to say that, sure, the owner of that place had to be 

t 

25 

a Cuban capitalistic, and that he argue about the price of the 

1 
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lemonade. Ee was telling that that was too much for a 
lemonade, and he feel bad at that moment, 0 B wald feel bad 
at that moment — he had some vomits and he went out to the 
oitoallc to wait outside in tho sldewalk>4m£&££^ 
from the Havana Ban told ae that the guy, the Mexican, who 
was with Oswald, was the same one that one time the F.B.I. 
told them that if they will see him, call them immediately 
because that was a pro-communist. I remember that was betweer 
August 15 and August 30 was that period of time. I could not 
looate that because I start to find out all these things 
after the Kennedy assassination, not before, because before 
I did not found any connection. They did not told nothing 
oi this before to me. Between the 15th and the 30th the 
brother of the owner of the Havana Bar came to my store asking 
mo to call the F.B.I., because he already saw one automobile 
passing by the street with two Mexicans, one of them the one 
*ho had been with Oswald in the bar, and he told mo that the 
one agent from the F.B.I. , had been in the bar and 
: °ld them thafc lf they will see those two guy to call them. 

?nis person, the brother of the owner of the bar, he gave to 
ie at that moment the number of the plate of the automobile, 

>ut ho didn't get from what state. I called the F.B.I., 
because this person don't know to speak English. That was 
he reason why he came to me. I talked to the person in the 
*B* I* 1 ex Plained what was going on, tut looked like this 
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1 

told you that he had seen a man that had been formerly 

2 

Identified to him by the F.B.I., and the F.B.I. had asked 

3 

this man, the brother of the owner of the bar, to notify 

4 

them If he saw this man? 

5 

A • Yes • 

6 

Q. And he had seen this man together with 

7 

another man driving in an automobile somewhere here in 

8 

New Orleans? Is that correct? 

9 

A. But the question is this: The F.B.I. was — 

10 

according to the information that the brother of the owner 

11 

of the Havana Bar told me, the F.B.I. was looking for both 

12 

men not for one. 

13 

Q. For both of them? 

14 

A, For both of them, but Just one of them was 

15 

in the Havana Bar with Oswald, not both. 

16 

What is the name of the brother of the owner 

17 

of the Havana Bar? 

18 

A, Ruperto Pena, and the one who saw Oswald in 

19 

the bar — that was the one who served the lemonade to him — 

20 

Evaristo Rodriguez. 

21 

Q. Did you report this to the F.B.I. when you 

22 

talked to them after the assassination? 

23 

A. After the assassination? 

24 

Q. Yes. 

25 

A. I report this to the Secret Service, I 
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bolicvo 80. (producing document) I have hare a copy of the 
letter that I send to the headquarters on November 2 7 , 1963,- 
informing here to the headquarters the information that I 
S «0 the oecret Service about the man who was working in 
*ap l .uper Market, that he was going to Delgado Trades 
School, I believe with the name of Charles, and I have here^ 
that I gave to the Secret Service this 

day e Chls information during that 

Q. May I see that? 

(Document exhibited to Counsel.) 
ft* It is in Spanish? 

A. Yes. 

r ®* lie BELERj off the record. 

(Discussion off the record) 

Q. You have given me a toft of a document 
entitled, "Open tetter to People of New Orleana, " which I 
have n^ad "Zwhlhlt No. 4" to year deposition taken here In 
•>ew Orleans on April 7 , 1964, a„ d I have Initialed It m the 
o.vor right hand corner. Would you Initial it. please. 

A. (Complying) And you agree to send me back 

tne original? 

and T m ^ ^ 1 ” il1 **** fchlS a ” d have a co ™ ^o, 

will send the original back to you. X have your 

address on my copy here of Mr. Rankin' 3 letter, which is 

07 Decatur Street, New Orleans, louisiana. Ia fchat corpecfc? 


• NEW ORLEANS 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 


MM” 



A. That is correct. That is ny store. You can 
send the mail to there. 

Q. Correct. Now "Exhibit No. 4 ,” as I under- 
stand it, is a draft of a letter that you proposed to dis- 
tribute here in New Orleans some time after the debate that 
you had with Oswald on August 21, 1963. Is that correct? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. It, in fact, was never distributed because 

you — 


A. I went to the City Hall, and they informed 
-- I think the person that informed me — maybe I am wrong 
is Mr. Diboll -- I had that name here wrote on the back -- 


and he gave to mo the information that (it) had to be three 
and a half by five and a half and this was not possible to 
distribute in that size, and I decided not to distribute. 

Q. But you prepared this some time during 
August in 1963 ? 


A. That is right, that is right, 

Q. That was done prior to the assassination? 

A. That is right. Do you have any information 
from Oswald going to Cuba? 

Q. You mean -- has it ever appeared that Oswald 
actually went to Cuba? Not as far as I know. 

A. . Well, (producing magazine) there is here in 
this magazine -- this is Bohemia International — this is 


1 
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the United States. * *• , 

Q. You have referred to an issue of that 


magazine of February 2 > 1964 and to an article that begins 
on page 16. What Is the title cf the article? 

A. Dlsfras. That is mask, cog turn . That says 

"chajige of — 

Q. Change of costume? 

A. Yes. : . ♦ • * 

Q. And this is an article about Lee Oswald and 
the Fair Play for Cuba Committee. Is that correct? 

A. That i3 correct, 

Q. And the caption under the picture of Lee 
Oswald, as It appears on Page 17, reads what In English? 
Would you translate that for us. 

A, When Castro In his speech of November 27, 
1963 at the University of Havana said literally that ' the 
firs t time that Oswald was In CiJba, ' he went out of his 
vongue, that I3 literally, under the influence of Cognac — 

Pe raita ,, that is a brand of Cognac -- 'he told something that 
is really important.'" 

Q. That is what it Bays? 

A. That is what it says here, and if you want 
to take the name of the person who wrote it 

Q. Yes. The article was written by -- 
A. I don't know if you have a copy of 
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MR. LIjmsELER t Cff the record. 

(Discussion off the record) 

Q. Do you want to pat that on the record, that 
story you told me Just a minute ago? 

A. Last January I went to Miami, Florida where 
I was talking to Dr. Emilio Nunez -Portuondo, former Cuban 
Ambassador to the United Nations, and he told me that Just 
after the assassination of President Kennedy he received a 
request from one of the biggest Mexican newspapers asking 
him for some public declarations of opinion about the 
assassination. He sent that day a letter with his presB 
release inside, addressed to one friend of him who is living 
in Mexico City and his friend deliver that press release to 
the Mexico City newspaper in Mexico. In that release, Mr. 




Nunez-Portuondo b-latmed Fidel Castro as the "intellectual 
murderer of President Kennedy." 

Portuondo told me that the same day that 
that information appear in the paper, his friend suffer an 
attempt to be kidnapped. There went about eight men to this 
man house, and when they were trying to put him inside one 
automobile, at the same moment pass a reporter — I believe 
that was from the A.P. — and when the reporter saw what was 
20ing on, he start to ask for help. At that moment the 
police came and started to question the eight men, and, 
ic cording to Nunez-Portucndo, they identified themselves as 
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members of the Secret Service of the Mexican Government, and 
Mr * Por tuondo ' B friend waa beaten so hard that he had to go to 
a hospital for four days with a broken leg. Just because he 
war. the one who deliver Nunez - Portuondo 1 s statement to the 
Mexican newspaper blaming Fidel Castro for the murder of 
President Kennedy. 

Q. I want to go back briefly to the letter from 
Fernandez to^G&uga which you indicated had been intercepted? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What letter is this and who intercepted it? 

A. Nell, I believe that that letter was 
intercepted here in New Orleans when Fernandoz was sending 
the letter to Mexico. I didn't have too much contact with 
that deal, because that was for another organization, not my 
organization, and I didn't want to be involved, in that that 
was against the law. I always try to be out of - - 

Q. You mean this letter was intercepted by 
some other Cuban organization? 

A. Yes, for the same organization who had the 
braining camp. 

Q. That was intercepted while it was in the 
Jnited States mails? 

A. I think so. X think that he gave that 
etter to somebody to drop In the mail, and that somebody 
hat was suspicious about him, they opened the letter and 
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they found what the letter was telling. I don't know what 
they do with the letter. I don't knot* nothing else. I knot? 
about what is said in the paper. I know that they dismantle 
all the training camp here in Hew Orleans. They went back to 
Miami. 1 paid the trip for two of them to go back to Miami. 
Excuse. me. I did not pay the tx*ip, I collect some monies 
among some Cubans, and we paid the trip. I don't want to 
set something on the record that i 3 not — 

Q. Does it say something about the letter in 
these newspaper stories that you have referred mo to? 

A.’ Pardon? 

Q. Does it refer to the letter in these 
newspaper stories? 

A. That is right, is covering the whole history 
about it {producing newspaper). 

Q. These newspaper stories are, as we have 
indicated. In the Diario Lao Americas, issues of September 
4, 1963 and September 6, 1963 • Do you have oopies of these 
or do you want to keep these? 

A. I think they are the only ones we have. 

Q. Yes. i 

A. I will tell something else to you: This 

information — they are taking this information from the 
Miami Herald . 

Q. You are referring novr 
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A. That was the one who interview Fernando 
Fernandez, tie Miami Herald made an interview to Fernando 
Fernandez. I already asked to some person in Miami to send 
me the Miami Herald from September 3 to September 10 to try 
to get all the information directly from the Miami Herald 
but at this moment I only have the Spanish publication over 
there. 

Q. Do you know where Fernandez is now? 

A. No, I don f t know where he is. He was 
telling in that interview that he was willing to go to Cuba, 
to go back to Cuba. I don't know whether he is in Cuba now 
or not. Excuse me. Did you check any otter trip from 
Oswald to Mexico previously to the trip three weeks before 
the assassination? Because I think that you have to know 
sure that Mr. Stuckey, Bill Stuckey, made another interview 
to Oswald, and he had the tape of that interview. I have one 
tape of that interview. I think that that interview was 
made on August 17* 1963* and at that interview Oswald said, 
answering to one question, that he had been in Mexico, and 
in all the magazines that I am reading they are talking 
about Oswald was bom in New Orleans, he went to New York, 
he came back to New Orleans, he went to the Marines, he went 
to Russia, he came back, he went to Dallas, he came to 
New Orleans back, he went to Mexico three weeks before the 
assassination* but I don't read in any newspaper or any 
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magazine talking about some other trip from Oswald to Mexico, 
and if you have that tape, in Oswald's o\m voice (he) admitted 
that he had been to Mexico before August 17« 

Q. Well, Mr. Stuckey will be here this 
afternoon. We will ask him about that. 

A . Thank you . 

Q. Going back briefly to this story of Mr. 

Pena telling you that he had scon Oswald in the Havana Bar 
With this other Mexican, did the F.B.I. ever talk to Mr. 

Pena about this? Do you know? 

A. I don't know. I know that the owner of the 
Havana Bar, in my opinion, i3 a good person, but he says 
that always when he talk to the F.B.I. in the bar or some- 
thing like that, that he lose customers, because, you see, 
to those bars Bometime there are people, customers, who 
dun’t like to see F.B.I. around there, and he says that always 
he lose customers when the F.B.I. start to go over there, and 
sometime he become angry and sometime he don't want to talk 
about. I am sure that the brother, Ruperto -- I am sure that 
he will tell everything that he knows. 

Q. Did you form any opinion as to whether the 
report that Ruperto made about Oswald being in the bar was 
an accurate report? . - ? 

A. Well, the question Is thl 3 : Was not only 

Ru’serto told me that Oswald went to the Havana Bar. The one 
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who told me that was Evaristo Rodriguez, and I never saw 
Evans to Rodriguez telling lies or never — Evaristo la 
quiet person, he Is young, married, but he is quiet. He is 
not an extrovert, that is, not a — 

Q. He wouldn't be likely to make this story up? 

A. No, I don't believe so. 

(At this point, Kr. Jenner entered the room 
to obtain photographs, and there ensued an off the record 
discussion about the photographs,) 

THE WITNESS: I remember that when somebody — 

I believe that was the Secret Service — showed to me the 
other picture that I tell you, that they were — they had 
already identified one and they were trying to identify the 
other one. I am sure that there were two, and no doubt about 
that. 

Q. In any event, you didn't recognize any of 

the — 

A. No. .. 

Q. — individuals in the pictures that we 
showed you previously, Pizzo Exhibits 453-A and 453-B, and 
Exhibit No. 1 to your own deposition? 

A. Pardon? 

Q. The only person you recognized in those 
pictures was Lee Oswald? 

A. That is right, that is right, and the guy 
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I showed you, the one from Kasuga, the Japanese. 

Q. (Exhibiting photograph to witness) Now I 
show you Exhibit No. 1 to the affidavit of Jesse Garner, 
and I ask you If you recognize the individual In that picture. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And who is that? 

A. Well, the picture look like that is Lee 
Harvey Oswald. 

Q. And it shows him handing out a leaflet? 

A. "Hands Off Cuba." 

Q. — reading off "Hands Off Cuba," doe 3 it 
no**'? Does that leaflet look similar to the leaflet you saw 
Oswald handing out? 

^ A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you recognize that man obviously as 
Oswald, don't you? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I don't think I have any more questions at 
this point, but If you have anything else that you want to 
add, why, you can go right ahead and do it. You have done 
most of the testifying without my help and you have done 
very well. 


A. Thank you. I don't know if you had already 
the Information that the Cuban Student Directorate 
Headquarters In Miami gave to the press on January 3i about 
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Jack Ruby’s second trip to Cuba in 1962. 

Q. I am not familiar with it offhand. What is 

it? 


A. Well, you could check the name and the date 
of the newspaper. It is the same Dlario La 3 Americas from | 
Miami, February 1 , 1964 , Information from the Cuban Student j 
Directorate Headquarters in Miami telling that Jack Ruby went j 
to Cuba at the end of 1962 through Mexico, and he was in 

1 

Cuba until the beginning of 1963. After that I talked to 
them by long distance telephone, long distance call, and 
they informed me that they already have turned over to the 
P.B.I. all the proof about this trip from Ruby going to Cuba. 

Q. What is the name of the person that you 
Bpoke to In Miami? 


A. The person to whom I spoke in Miami, his 
name is Joaquin Martinez de ^ 

Q. And he indicated that the information 
concerning Ruby's trip had already been given to the P.B.I.? 
A. To the P.B.I. That is right. 

Q. Can you think of anything else that you 
think we should know about at this moment? 


MR. LIEBELER: Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record) 

Q. Back on the record. Going back briefly to 
the time at which you and Oswald and your other friends were 
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arrested and taken to the police station here in New Orleans 
on August 9> 1963# were you interviewed at the police station 
by any agent of the P.B.I.? 

A. Well, there were two plain clothing agents 
that identified (themselves) as a member of the F.B.I., I 
believe, and they were questioning us on the generalities 
of Oswald and all, and when I was explaining to them and all, 
they had Borne kind of confusion sometime because they didn't 
know if we were Communists, and I had to explain to them 
three or four times that we we re not the Communists and that 
Oswald was the one that was doing that in favor of Castro. 

Q. Do you know whether they interviewed Oswald? 

A. I think. I thought that they interviewed 
Oswald, but not in front of me. They were talking to him 
in front of me, but when they were ready to interview Oswald^ 
they moved to other place to interview him. 

Q. You had to point out to them several times 
that it was Oswald who was the Castro provocateur, so to 
say, and not you? Is that correct? — 

A. Yes, sir, because they were asking to us in 
one way a3 if we were Communists or Pro-Castro, and I had to 
explain to them In three or four different times that we were 
Cubans but we were not Pro-Castro and that we were the ones 
in the fight against Oswald. 

No 

MR. LII2BELER: I , —an^ more 

A \ 
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questions at this time, Mr. Eringuler, **ndJL£ you can't think 
o f anything else that you want to add now — can you think of 
anything else? 

THE WITNESS: No, sir, I don't. 

MR. LIEBELER: — I want to thank you very much 

for spending the time that you have with us and for cooperat- 
ing with us the way you have. You have been very helpful^ 
-•arKl, on behalf of the Commission, I want to thank you very 
much. 


....Thereupon, the taking of the witness's 
testimony was concluded.... 
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££RTIFICate 

I, Helen R. Dietrich, do hereby certify that 
the above and foregoing pageB of typewritten matter is a 
true and correct transcription of the stenographic (Stenotype 
notes of the testimony of CARLOS BRINGUIER, taken down by 
me, and transcribed under my supervision, on the 7th day of 
April, 1964, in New Orleans, Louisiana, in proceedings before 
the President's Commission investigating the assassination 
of President Kennedy. 



* * * * 


I have read the foregoing, pages 1 through 58 * on this 
- • ^ °f J'h'J* 1964, and it is true and correct. 
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